[Perinatal hemochromatosis].
Perinatal hemochromatosis (PHC) is a rare disorder presumably autosomal recessive, responsible for foetal death or severe liver failure during the neonatal period. It is fatal in nearly all cases. Diagnosis relies on histologic examination, generally post mortem, which shows numerous iron deposits in the liver as well as other organs (pancreas, heart, thyroid...). The study of iron and of its ligands may have a diagnostic interest. The authors report 2 cases of PHC in one family, of whom one concerned child presented with biological signs evoking PHC on foetal blood at 31 weeks of pregnancy.